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 Town of Swanzey, New Hampshire 
Swanzey Planning Board 

Meeting Minutes – January 14, 2021 
 
Note: Draft Minutes are subject to review, correction and approval by the Board. Review and approval of Minutes generally 
takes place at the next regularly scheduled meeting of the Board. 
 
CALL TO ORDER: 
The meeting of the Swanzey Planning Board was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Chair Glenn Page. The 
meeting was held at Whitcomb Hall and via Zoom software for electronic conferencing due to the 
COVID-19 health emergency in the State of New Hampshire. Emergency meeting pursuant to Executive 
Order 2020-04, Section 8 and Emergency Order #12, Section 3. Members present: Chair Glenn Page and 
Richard Sainsbury at Whitcomb Hall and Scott Self, Jane Johnson, Selectmen’s Representative Sly 
Karasinski via Zoom. Also present was Director of Planning and Economic Development Matthew 
Bachler at Whitcomb Hall and Recording Secretary Beverly Bernard via Zoom. Page called the roll and 
read the agenda for the evening. A quorum was present.  
 
Absent:  Alternate Steve Malone and Michael York                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
 
Others Present:  
Keith Goodale, Katherine Clark 
 
PUBLIC ACCESS: The public access to the meeting online via www.zoom.us,using the Zoom App on a cell 
phone or tablet or laptop or using a landline by calling (929) 205-6099 and entering Meeting ID number 
811 5198 8611. If there is difficulty accessing the meeting, please call (603) 352-7411 ext. 108. 
 
Regional Impact: Board members considered whether any items on the agenda could be construed as 
having potential for regional impact. Motion was made by Self that there is no item on the agenda 
which can be construed to have potential for regional impact. There was a second by Johnson with no 
further discussion. All were in favor by roll call. Motion passed. 
 
MINUTES: 

• The meeting Minutes of December 10, 2020 were considered. Motion was made by Sainsbury to 
approve the meeting Minutes of December 10, 2020. There was a second to the motion by Self 
and no further discussion. All were in favor by roll call except Karasinski who abstained. Motion 
passed. 

 
APPLICATIONS and PUBLIC HEARINGS 
Site Plan Review Application #20-012 
Monadnock Humane Society requests a modification to a previously approved Site Plan to construct a 
1,512 square foot garage at 101 West Swanzey Road. The property is shown at Tax Map 52, Lot 27 and is 
located in the Commercial/Industrial District. 
 
Discussion:  Bachler provided an aerial view of the property. He said they have an existing approved site 
plan with the Town. There was a garage of 54’ x 28’ dimensions on the original plan but that garage was 
never constructed. They wish to complete the garage in a slightly different location. The building will be 
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used for maintenance purposes and parking and storage.  Page said the request appears to be fairly 
straightforward and entertained a motion that the application is complete and ready for public hearing. 
 

Motion was made by Self that the application is complete ready for public hearing. There was a 
second to the motion by Sainsbury and no further discussion. All were in favor by roll call. 
Motion passed. 

 
Public hearing opened at 6:10 pm 
 
Discussion:  Page asked for comments from the Board. In response to a question by Sainsbury, Bachler 
said the applicant would need to get a building permit for construction once the site plan is approved by 
the Planning Board. Bachler asked if there was anyone on Zoom with comments or questions and there 
were no further comments from the public or the Board. 
 
Public hearing closed at 6:12 pm 
 

Motion was made by Self to approve the Modification to the previously approved Site Plan 
requested by Monadnock Humane Society. There was a second to the motion by Johnson and 
no further discussion. All were in favor by roll call. Motion passed. 

 
Planning Board Application #21-002 
Maple Hill Nursery requests a Site Plan Review to construct a 768 square foot garage and a 300 square 
foot addition to the existing nursery store at 197 West Swanzey Road. The property is shown at Tax Map 
53, Lot 2-1 and is located in the Commercial/Industrial District. 
 
Discussion: Bachler provided an aerial view of the property. He said the applicant has an approved site 
plan. The new garage would be off of the driveway on Whittemore Farm Road but no modifications to 
the driveway are needed.  He showed a drawing for the addition to the nursery store and an elevation 
view of the new garage.  Bachler said Maple Hill Nursery has an approved site plan  and that the 
information the applicant is providing is minimal, but the original site plan has all the details which are 
not shown here. Technically the Board needs to approve a waiver for the required details even though 
the original plan has the detail. 
 

Motion was made by Self to grant a waiver for all items on checklist, second by Johnson, and no 
further discussion. All were in favor by roll call. Motion passed. 

 
Motion was made by Self that the application is complete ready for public hearing. There was a 
second to the motion by Sainsbury and no further discussion. All were in favor by roll call. 
Motion passed. 

 
Public hearing opened at 6:19 pm 
 
Discussion: Bachler told those on the call to Raise Hand if they wished to speak. There were no 
comments from the public. 
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Public hearing closed at 6:20 pm 
 

Motion was made by Self to approve the Application of Maple Hill nursery to construct a 768 
square foot garage and a 300 square foot addition to the existing nursery store at 197 West 
Swanzey Road on property shown at Tax Map 53, Lot 2-1 and located in the 
Commercial/Industrial District. There was a second to the motion by Sainsbury and no further 
discussion. All were in favor by roll call. Motion passed. 

 
Planning Board Application #21-001  
Boundary Line Adjustment and Site Plan Review – the Town of Swanzey, Arthur L. Trombly Living Trust, 
and Three in One, LLC request a Boundary Line Adjustment and Site Plan Review to convey property 
from 11 and 15 Main Street to the Whitcomb Hall property at 17 Main Street and to construct a public 
parking lot for Whitcomb Hall. The subject properties are shown at Tax Map 57, Lots 85, 87, and 90, and 
are located in the Residence District. 
 
Discussion:  Bachler showed an aerial view of the properties and he showed property boundaries. He 
said 9200 s. f. are being donated by the Greatbatch family. Trombly Living Trust is donating another 
piece of property and both properties will be joined to the Whitcomb Hall property to be contiguous.  
Bachler said the property owners needed a Variance from the Zoning Board of Adjustment (ZBA) since 
they were reducing the acreage required for the zoning district, and they did receive that approval.  
 

Motion made by Self to approve the boundary line adjustment as presented. There was a 
second by Johnson.  All were in favor by roll call. Motion passed. 

 
Motion was made by Self to grant waivers for all items on the checklist since they are indicated 
on the site plan. There was a second by Sainsbury.  There was no further discussion. All were in 
favor by roll call. Motion passed. 

 
Motion was made by Self that the application is complete and ready for public hearing. There 
was a second to the motion by Johnson and no further discussion. All were in favor by roll call. 
Motion passed. 

 
Public hearing opened at 6:28 pm 
 
Discussion: Bachler provided some background. He noted the plan for the parking lot with landscaped 
buffers and two one-way travel lanes. Enter on the southern side and exit on northern side.  There 
would be 36 parking stalls. There was a discussion about adding to impervious surfaces and Bachler said 
run-off will go to the vegetative buffer.  He said there is no lighting planned at this time.  
 
Bachler acknowledged Keith Goodale at 9 Prospect Street and Goodale said his internet connection was 
bad and that the Board may have already answered his question but continued asking if there will be 
any lighting and what type might it be and if it would be shielded. Bachler said they are not proposing 
any lighting for the parking lot. If in the future lighting is proposed, it would be fully shielded type of 
lighting. Self noted there is a streetlight in the general vicinity and asked if that will remain and Bachler 
agreed that there is no plan to remove the existing lighting.  
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Katherine Clark spoke. Clark said she owns the property toward the east side and asked about a buffer 
on that side.  Bachler said there is no plan for anything at the moment. Clark said there is a garage there. 
She said she owns some property behind the Stratton Free Library and the property comes near to the 
parking lot. She said she has a toddler, and she is concerned about her wellbeing. She asked if she needs 
to put up a fence and what would she need to do to get that approved.  Bachler said the Town will work 
with you to address those concerns.  He provided her with his contact information. She said she also has 
apartments nearby and she wants to make sure it is safe for all concerned. 
 
Public hearing closed at 6:37 pm 
 

Motion was made by Self to approve the Application of the Town of Swanzey, Arthur L. Trombly 
Living Trust, and Three in One, LLC request a Boundary Line Adjustment and Site Plan Review to 
convey property from 11 and 15 Main Street to the Whitcomb Hall property at 17 Main Street 
and to construct a public parking lot for Whitcomb Hall on properties shown at Tax Map 57, Lots 
85, 87, and 90, and located in the Residence District. There was a second to the motion by 
Sainsbury and no further discussion. All were in favor by roll call. Motion passed. 

 
DISCUSSIONS/OTHER BUSINESS 
There was no other business conducted this evening. 
 
Next Meeting:  January 28, 2021 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Motion to adjourn was made by Self. There was a second to the motion by Sainsbury with no further 
discussion. All were in favor by roll call. Motion passed. Adjournment occurred at 6:39 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 

 
Beverly Bernard, Recording Secretary  


